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Bill Type and Number:  Resolution 2017-609
Sponsor: Council Members Crescimbeni, Hazouri and Brosche:
Date of Introduction: August 22, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS; F
Date of Analysis: August 25, 2017
Type of Action: Resolution to State Legislature
Bill Summary: The resolution urges the Florida Legislature to enact legislation that establishes texting while driving as a primary offense; it directs the Legislative Services Division to circulate the resolution to the Governor, Senate President, House Speaker and Members of the Duval Delegation.
Background Information: Distracted driving is driving while performing another task that shifts the driver’s attention away from driving.  Texting while driving is a form of distracted driving.  Texting while driving makes the likelihood of a crash or accident 23 times greater than driving while not distracted. In 2015, 3,477 people died in crashes in the United States involving distracted drivers, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  Florida ranks as the second-worst in the nation for distracted driving.  In December 2011, the National Transportation Safety Board urged all states to prohibit the use of cellar telephones and text messaging while behind the wheel of a motor vehicle.  During the 2013 regular session, the Florida Legislature enacted the Florida Ban on Texting While Driving Law, which made texting while driving a noncriminal traffic infraction.
Currently, 47 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands have banned texting while driving for all drivers.  Of the 47 states that have banned texting while driving, all but four have made texting while driving a primary offense.  Florida is among the four states that do not enforce texting while driving as a primary offense, but rather as a secondary offense.  This resolution urges the Florida Legislature to enact legislation that would make texting while driving a primary offense.
Policy Impact: Florida Legislature
Fiscal Impact: Minimal
Analyst: Jackson
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